
Rachel May Spencer (Married name Sevey) became a mother a week ago. She’s my second 

oldest granddaughter. There are 15 female cousins in Rachel’s generation. 

She’s one of six sisters borne by Amy Elizabeth Chadwick. 

Amy has four sisters all of whom are or will be mothers by the end of 2017.  Her mother, 

Dorothy May Thompson has three sisters. 

My mother, Blanche Naomi Ellgen, is the only daughter of my grandmother, Elizabeth Ann 

Culverwell. She was the only girl to live into adulthood of eight children. 

My paternal grandmother is Clara Emma Carter. 

My great grandmothers are: Olive Ann Cazier, Alice Elizabeth Green, Elizabeth Bilang, and 

Emily Antionette Maudsley. With the exception of Elizabeth Bilang, who was born in 

Switzerland, all of these mothers are of English extraction. 

In seven generations, I am directly connected to 13 mothers. 

EVE: 

Gen 2:24—24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his 

wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

The first commandment that God gave to Adam and Eve pertained to their potential for 

parenthood as husband and wife. We declare that God’s commandment for His children to 

multiply and replenish the earth remains in force. We further declare that God has commanded 

that the sacred powers of procreation are to be employed only between man and woman, lawfully 

wedded as husband and wife. 

We declare the means by which mortal life is created to be divinely appointed. We affirm the 

sanctity of life and of its importance in God’s eternal plan. 

SARAH: 

Gen 17:15-19—15 ¶ And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her 

name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 

16 And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a 

mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 

17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born 

unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 

18 And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee! 



19 And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: 

and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after 

him. 

Husband and wife have a solemn responsibility to love and care for each other and for their 

children. “Children are an heritage of the Lord” (Psalm 127:3). Parents have a sacred duty to rear 

their children in love and righteousness, to provide for their physical and spiritual needs, and to 

teach them to love and serve one another, observe the commandments of God, and be law-

abiding citizens wherever they live. Husbands and wives—mothers and fathers—will be held 

accountable before God for the discharge of these obligations. 

RUTH: 

Ruth 4:13-17—13 ¶ So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the 

Lord gave her conception, and she bare a son. 

14 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, which hath not left thee this day 

without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. 

15 And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy 

daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him. 

16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. 

We declare the means by which mortal life is created to be divinely appointed. We affirm the 

sanctity of life and of its importance in God’s eternal plan. 

SARIAH; 

1 Nephi 1—1 I, Nephi, having been born of goodly parents, therefore I was taught somewhat in 

all the learning of my father; and having seen many afflictions in the course of my days, 

nevertheless, having been highly favored of the Lord in all my days; yea, having had a great 

knowledge of the goodness and the mysteries of God, therefore I make a record of my 

proceedings in my days. 

The family is ordained of God. Marriage between man and woman is essential to His eternal 

plan. Children are entitled to birth within the bonds of matrimony, and to be reared by a father 

and a mother who honor marital vows with complete fidelity. Happiness in family life is most 

likely to be achieved when founded upon the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ. Successful 

marriages and families are established and maintained on principles of faith, prayer, repentance, 

forgiveness, respect, love, compassion, work, and wholesome recreational activities. By divine 

design, fathers are to preside over their families in love and righteousness and are responsible to 

provide the necessities of life and protection for their families. Mothers are primarily responsible 

for the nurture of their children. In these sacred responsibilities, fathers and mothers are 

obligated to help one another as equal partners. Disability, death, or other circumstances may 

necessitate individual adaptation. Extended families should lend support when needed. 

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/ps/127.3?lang=eng#2


LUCY MACK: 

Joseph Smith History—4 His family consisting of eleven souls, namely, my father, Joseph 

Smith; my mother, Lucy Smith (whose name, previous to her marriage, was Mack, daughter of 

Solomon Mack); my brothers, Alvin (who died November 19th, 1823, in the 26th year of his 

age), Hyrum, myself, Samuel Harrison, William, Don Carlos; and my sisters, Sophronia, 

Catherine, and Lucy. 

In the premortal realm, spirit sons and daughters knew and worshipped God as their Eternal 

Father and accepted His plan by which His children could obtain a physical body and gain 

earthly experience to progress toward perfection and ultimately realize their divine destiny as 

heirs of eternal life. The divine plan of happiness enables family relationships to be perpetuated 

beyond the grave. Sacred ordinances and covenants available in holy temples make it possible 

for individuals to return to the presence of God and for families to be united eternally. 

 

 

 


